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and the evidence against particulate matter 
only gets stronger. That’s why every major 
journal that looks at it concludes that nu-
clear is the safest way to make reliable elec-
tricity. 

All of this leads to an uncomfortable con-
clusion—one that the climate scientist 
James Hansen came to recently: nuclear 
power has actually saved 1.8 million lives. 
That’s not something you hear very much 
about. 

What about the waste? This is the waste 
from a nuclear plant in the United States. 
The thing about nuclear waste is that it’s 
the only waste from electricity production 
that is safely contained anywhere. All of the 
other waste for electricity goes into the en-
vironment including from coal, natural gas 
and—here’s another uncomfortable conclu-
sion—solar panels. 

There’s no plan to recycle solar panels out-
side of the EU. That means that all of our 
solar in California will join the waste 
stream. And that waste contains heavy toxic 
metals like chromium, cadmium, and lead. 

So how much toxic solar waste is there? 
Well, to get a sense for that, look at how 
much more materials are required to 
produce energy from solar and wind com-
pared to nuclear. As a result, solar actually 
produces 200 to 300 times more toxic waste 
than nuclear. 

What about weapons? If there were any 
chance that more nuclear energy increased 
the risk of nuclear war, I would be against it. 
I believe that diplomacy is almost always 
the right solution. 

People say what about North Korea? Korea 
proves the point. In order to get nuclear 
power—and it’s been this way for 50 years— 
you have to agree not to get a weapon. 
That’s the deal. 

South Korea wanted nuclear power. They 
agreed not to get a weapon. They don’t have 
a weapon. 

North Korea wanted nuclear power. I think 
they should have gotten it. We didn’t let 
them have it, for a variety of reasons. They 
got a bomb. They are testing missiles that 
can hit Japan and soon will be able to hit 
California. 

So if you’re looking for evidence that nu-
clear energy leads to bombs you can’t find it 
in Korea or anywhere else. 

Where does that leave us? With some more 
uncomfortable facts. Like if Germany hadn’t 
closed its nuclear plants, it’s emissions 
would be 43 percent lower than they are 
today. And if you care about climate change, 
that’s something you at least have to wres-
tle with—especially in light of the facts I’ve 
presented on the health impacts of different 
energy sources. 

I’d like to close with a quote from some-
body else who changed his mind about nu-
clear power, and somebody else who was a 
huge childhood hero for me, and that’s Sting: 
‘‘If we’re going to tackle global warming, nu-
clear power is the only way to generate mas-
sive amounts of power.’’ 

Thank you for listening. 

The CHAIR. All time for general de-
bate has expired. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Chair, I 
move that the Committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Ms. 
MCCOLLUM) having assumed the chair, 
Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Chair of the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, reported that that Committee, 
having had under consideration the bill 
(H.R. 1373) to protect, for current and 
future generations, the watershed, eco-
system, and cultural heritage of the 

Grand Canyon region in the State of 
Arizona, and for other purposes, had 
come to no resolution thereon. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 25 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. TORRES of California) at 
2 o’clock and 1 minute p.m. 

f 

GRAND CANYON CENTENNIAL 
PROTECTION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 656 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of the bill, H.R. 1373. 

Will the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
CUELLAR) kindly take the chair. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
1373) to protect, for current and future 
generations, the watershed, ecosystem, 
and cultural heritage of the Grand Can-
yon region in the State of Arizona, and 
for other purposes, with Mr. CUELLAR 
(Acting Chair) in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-

mittee of the Whole rose earlier today, 
all time for general debate had expired. 

Pursuant to the rule, the bill shall be 
considered for amendment under the 5- 
minute rule. 

It shall be in order to consider as an 
original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment under the 5-minute rule the 
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, printed 
in the bill. The committee amendment 
in the nature of a substitute shall be 
considered as read. 

The text of the committee amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute is as 
follows: 

H.R. 1373 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Grand Canyon 
Centennial Protection Act’’. 
SEC. 2. WITHDRAWAL OF CERTAIN FEDERAL 

LAND IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA. 
(a) DEFINITION OF MAP.—In this Act, the term 

‘‘Map’’ means the map prepared by the Bureau 
of Land Management entitled ‘‘Grand Canyon 
Centennial Protection Act’’ and dated July 11, 
2019. 

(b) WITHDRAWAL.—Subject to valid existing 
rights, the approximately 1,006,545 acres of Fed-
eral land in the State of Arizona, generally de-
picted on the Map as ‘‘Federal Mineral Estate 
to be Withdrawn’’, including any land or inter-
est in land that is acquired by the United States 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, are 
hereby withdrawn from— 

(1) all forms of entry, appropriation, and dis-
posal under the public land laws; 

(2) location, entry, and patent under the min-
ing laws; and 

(3) operation of the mineral leasing, mineral 
materials, and geothermal leasing laws. 

(c) AVAILABILITY OF MAP.—The Map shall be 
kept on file and made available for public in-
spection in the appropriate offices of the Forest 
Service and the Bureau of Land Management. 

The Acting CHAIR. No amendment 
to the committee amendment in the 
nature of a substitute shall be in order 
except those printed in part C of House 
Report 116–264. Each such amendment 
may be offered only in the order print-
ed in the report, by a Member des-
ignated in the report, shall be consid-
ered read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report, equally di-
vided and controlled by the proponent 
and an opponent, shall not be subject 
to amendment, and shall not be subject 
to a demand for division of the ques-
tion. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR. GOSAR 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 1 printed in 
part C of House Report 116–264. 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Chairman, I rise as 
the designee of the gentlewoman from 
Arizona (Mrs. LESKO), and I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill, insert the following: 
SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Act shall not be effective until the 
Secretary of the Interior, in consultation 
with the Secretary of Labor, finds that the 
withdrawal under section 2 will not ad-
versely affect jobs available to Native Amer-
icans, other minorities, and women. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 656, the gentleman 
from Arizona (Mr. GOSAR) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Chairman, my 
amendment states that this act shall 
not become effective until the Sec-
retary of the Interior, in consultation 
with the Secretary of Labor, finds that 
the withdrawal will not adversely af-
fect jobs available to Native Ameri-
cans, other minorities, and women. 

I believe deeply in protecting the en-
vironment for my grandchildren, but I 
also believe in protecting the potential 
employment opportunities of Arizo-
nans, especially those in underserved 
communities. Resource development 
benefits the economies of local commu-
nities. 

As noted at markup in the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, the tem-
porary political mineral withdrawal 
imposed in 2012 by the Obama adminis-
tration, which focused on banning min-
ing, cost Arizona and Utah thousands 
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